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Jovian and Valens, and was made by the latter Comes rerum privatarum,
or treasurer of the imperial rents, which office was but a step to higher
dignities. In the discharge of this employment of Bithynia he happened
to be at Nice in the great earthquake, which swallowed up the chief part
of that city in 368. The treasurer, with some few others, escaped by
being preserved through a wonderful providence in certain hollow parts
of the ruins. St Gregory improved this opportunity to urge him again to
quit the world and its honours, and to consecrate to God alone a life for
which he was indebted to him on so many accounts.1 Caesarius, moved
by so awakening an accident, listened to his advice and took a resolution
to renounce the world; but returning home, fell sick and died in the fervour
of his sacrifice, about the beginning of the year 368, leaving his whole
estate to the poor.2 He is named in the Roman Martyrology on the
15th of February. St Gregory, extolling his virtue, says that whilst he
enjoyed the honours of the world he looked upon the advantage of being
a Christian as the first of his dignities and the most glorious of all his
titles, reckoning all the rest dross and dung. He was buried at Nazianzum,
and our saint pronounced his funeral panegyric, as he also did that of
his holy sister Gorgonia, who died soon after. He extols her humility;
her prayer often continued whole nights with tears; her modesty, prudence,
patience, resignation, zeal, respect for the ministers of God and for holy
places; her liberality to them and great charity to the poor; her penance,
extraordinary care of the education of her children, &c. He mentions as
miraculous her being cured of a palsy by praying at the foot of the altar,
and her recovery after great Wounds and bruises which she had received
by a fall from her chariot.

In 372 Cappadocia was divided by the emperor into two provinces,
and Tyana made the capital of that which was called the second, Anthimus,
bishop of that city, pretended hence to an archiepiscopal jurisdiction over
the second Cappadocia. St Basil, the Metropolitan of Cappadocia, main-
tained that the civil division of the province had not infringed his juris-
diction, though he afterwards, for the sake of peace, yielded the second
Cappadocia to the see of Tyana. He appointed our saint Bishop of Sasima,
a small town in that division, Gregory stood out a long time, but at length
submitted, overcome by the authority of his father and the influence of
his friend. He accordingly received the episcopal consecration from the
hands of St Basil, at Caesarea, about the middle of the year 372. But he
repaired to Nazianzum to wait a favourable opportunity of taking possession
of his church of Sasima, which never happened; for Anthimus, who had
in his interest the new governor, and was master of all the avenues and
roads to that town, would by no means admit him. Basil reproached his

1  Ep. 16.

2  His  win  was  comprised  in   these  words:  " I bequeath my whole substance to the

poor/